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chair. When the Emir entered the reception room where
Li Hung Chang sat, the latter rose from his seat, took
several steps toward him and greeted him. As I kne\7
both men very well, I did not withdraw. The Emir was
visibly shocked by Li Hung Chang's important air and he
gave him, first of all, to understand that he, the Emir, was
a royal personage and that he paid Li Hung Chang a visit
merely out of respect for the latter's sovereign, the Chinese
Emperor, He kept on inquiring about the health of the
Emperor and of the Emperor's mother and evinced no
interest in the person of his host, which according to Chinese
notions is very insulting.
On his part, Li Hung Chang kept questioning the Emir
as to what was his faith.   He explained that the Chinese
adhered to the religious teachings of Confucius, and he
wondered, he said repeatedly, what was the religion of the
Ernir and his subjects.   The Emir declared that he was a
Moslem and went so far as to present the principles of the
religion founded by Mohammed.   When the visit was over,
Li Hung Chang accompanied his guest to the very carriage
in which the Emir had come.    When the carriage was
already in motion, Li Hung Chang shouted to the inter-
preter who was with the Emir:   "Please tell the Emir that
I forgot to say to him that the Mohammed he spoke about
had been in China.   There he was found out to be a con-
vict and they chased him out of the country.   Then he must
have gone to the Emir's people and founded his religion
among them."   This sally was so unexpected that the Emir
was taken aback and retorted nothing.   Having thus re-
taliated for the ofience the Ernir had done him, Li Hung
Chang returned to his reception room in high spirits.
Not the slightest information penetrated into the press
regarding our secret agreement with China. The only thing
Europe learned was the bare fact that China had agreed
to grant the Russo-Chinese Bank a concession for the con-